
 

Joint Airport Zoning Board Minutes 

May 7, 2020 

Duluth International Airport 

Amatuzio Conference Room 

Chair Kevin Comnick welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 3:30 p.m.  This Joint 

Airport Zoning Board meeting participation is being held by telephone or other electronic means 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021.   

 

1. Roll Call:  
  

Participating: 

Kevin Comnick Canosia Dan Golen Canosia 

John Hegstrom Rice Lake Suzanne 

Herstad 

Rice Lake 

Eric Johnson Hermantown John Geissler Hermantown 

Steve Gerads Duluth Don Monaco Duluth 

Brent Malvick Duluth Frank Jewell SLC 

Keith Musolf SLC   

 

Absent:  Steve Hanke, Deputy City Attorney 

Visitors (Participating by telephone or other electronic means):  Mark Papko, Mary Ann 

Wittkop, Darren Christopher, Ken Ibold, Rosario Souto, RS&H, Kevin Carlson MnDOT. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings: Motion by Frank Jewell to approve the minutes 

of the March 5, 2020 meeting, seconded by John Geissler.  Roll call -- all ayes, motion carried.   

 

3. Agenda Items: Motion by John Geissler to approve the agenda items.  Seconded by Frank 

Jewell.  All ayes, motion carried.  

 

4. Community Reports: Brief community updates, including COVID-19 responses around the 

table.   

 

5. Opportunity for Citizens to be Heard:  None.  

 

6. Reports of Committees:  Mr. Mark Papko, DAA Director of Operations and Mr. Darren 

Christopher, RS&H, spoke briefly on the zoning background work and reaching this point.  

Mr. Ken Ibold was introduced to present.  There were technical issues -- moved on to New 

Business. 
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9. New Business, Motions and Resolutions:  Chair Comnick spoke on the custom zoning 

regulations.  Questions and discussion followed.  Frank Jewell moved to approve the resolution 

to establish and adopt custom zoning regulations per 2019 Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 360, 

Section 360.065 Custom Airport Zoning Standards.  Don Monaco seconded.  Roll call -- all 

ayes, motion carried.  Moved to unfinished business. 

 

7. Communications:  None.  

 

8. Unfinished Business:  Chair Comnick explained the Board of Adjustment (BOA) has not met 

at this time, will stay on the agenda.  Moved pack to the Zoning presentation under Reports of 

Committees. 

 

6. Reports of Committees:  Mr. Ibold presented on the revisions to the zoning process.  He 

overviewed and detailed on the recategorized zones and hazard areas.  He introduced Ms. 

Rosario Souto to explain and summarize on the considered factors that were analyzed for 

custom zoning.  She detailed on each custom zone boundary area.  Questions followed.  Mr. 

Christopher detailed further.  Additional questions and discussion followed. 

 

Detailed conversation followed on timeline for what is next –  Work Scope Committee will 

continue to work on updating draft ordinance to finalize and be approved by each community 

for approval in June to send to MnDOT for review.  Also, to have a timeline and options for 

the scheduling and notice of public hearings / public involvement --  making sure there is clear 

guidance for virtual or social distancing format.  Each community was urged to remind their 

attorneys of this timeline.   

 

Adjourn:  Suzanne Herstad made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Don Monaco seconded.  Roll 

call -- all ayes, motion carried.  Chair Comnick adjourned the May 7th JAZB meeting at 4:40 p.m.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Mary Ann Wittkop 

Recording Secretary 

 


