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DATE: March 16, 2021

TO: Duluth Airport Authority Board of Directors
FROM: Executive Director

SUBIJECT: Executive Director’s Review

The following items will be briefed during the Executive Director’s Review. If action is required of the
DAA on any of these items, they will also appear on the agenda. If you have questions or desire
additional information, please contact me and | will provide it at the DAA meeting.

AIR SERVICE

e Correction January Passenger Totals

e 59% Decrease in Total Passengers YTD

e 59% Decrease February Passengers YOY
e 39.9% Decrease DL Total Passengers YTD
e 67.4% Decrease UA Total Passengers YTD
e 391 Landline Passengers in February

e Key Activity Metrics Update

e SCASD Grant Update

OPERATIONS/CONSTRUCTION/PLANNING

Planning
o Master Plan Update
o Part 150 Noise Study Update
e Construction
Operations and Maintenance
o Operations Managers Transition Plan
o Terminal Roof Update
Sky Harbor
o Building Area Master Plan Update

BUSINESS/PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

e COVID-19 Related Financial Relief to Tenants Update

FINANCIAL UPDATE

e 2020 Audit
e Operating Policy#18 - Purchase Policy Update

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS

e NSR

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

COVID-19 Relief 3.0
Air Traffic Control Tower Building Replacement
Sky Harbor LCCMR Amendment

VPRESENTATIONS/TOURS/TRAVEL RECAP

e NSR
OTHER

e Joint Zoning Board Update

Submitted by,

Tom Werner, C.M.
Executive Director

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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for the month of January. Small Community Air Service grant (SCASD) — have submitted

packet, DOT has extended deadline to third week in March.

e Operations:

» Planning: Master Plan (MP) and Part 150 Noise Study -- Ms. Kaci Nowicki, SEH,
updated on the MP recent activities, upcoming stakeholder meetings, and next steps — all
materials and summaries are posted to the project website. Part 150 noise study update —
public advisory committee (PAC) meeting was held February 3%, virtual public workshop
will be held this week, reviewed the project progress, and next steps; she explained how
to register and a recording of the workshop will be available following the meeting. Mr.
Werner and Ms. Nowicki detailed further on the public workshop and process, feedback,
recommendations and alternatives.

» Qperations: Mr. Mark Papko, Director of Operations, spoke on the draft 2021 Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) reviewing the State and FAA funded projects.

» Landside: Parties met and had a positive discussion on the proposed solution for the
terminal roof; all agreed on the solution and are in preliminary discussions, will keep the
Board updated. IT update — busy transitioning services, significant improvements and
efficiencies can be seen all ready. Briefed on the Airport Management Internship —
excited to bring in the additional support.

» Other: Joint Airport Zoning Board (JAZB) have received from MnDOT comments and
response back on the proposed zoning ordinance for DLH; JAZB is putting together an
outline for response.

» Sky Harbor: Mr. Matt Stewart, SEH, updated on the Sky Harbor master plan project —
spoke on progress, next steps, and upcoming meetings.

e DBusiness/Property Development: Ms. Jana Kayser, Business Development Manager,
analyzing information received regarding CARES Act 2.0, will update more next month.

e Financials: Ms. Joelle Bodin, Director of Finance & Administration, State Auditors plan to
begin mid-March.

e Marketing: Natalie Peterson, Director of Communications & Marketing, slightly tweaking
traditional media and updating COVID branded pieces in the terminal.

o Legislative: Mr. Werner briefed on CARES Act 2.0 — analyzing program stipulations on
latest relief bill; Congress is working on another COVID relief bill and due to a number of
challenges, evaluating options for the amended LLCMR grant.

e Presentations Recap: Mr. Werner and Mr. Papko will be presenting virtually to the UWS
Transportation Management class tonight.

Questions and discussion followed on several of the Executive Director’s review items. Dir.
Mclsaac moved to approve the January 19, 2021 meeting minutes and consent items. Dir: Fedora
seconded. Roll call, -- all ayes, motion carried.

CONSENT ITEMS

Cash Disbursement Sheets #1, #2, #3, and #42, 2021. Construction fund sheet #1, 2021.
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Letter from State Auditor to DAA requesting annual audit for year ending December 31, 2020
and letter from the Office of the State Auditor to DAA confirming understanding of services.
Airport news — DAA news release “Duluth International Airport Outperforms National Average
of Passenger Numbers in 2020” and AAAE Regulatory Alerts “House Transportation Relief
Package to Include $8 Billion for ‘Airport Relief”” and “Legislation Introduces in Senate and
House to Better Protect Transportation Employees and Passengers from COVID-19”.

E-Mail from Monaco Air Foundation with summary of January 2021 activities.

DLH Vision 2040 Master Plan newsletter.

Letter from Citizens Committee Environmental Concerns (CCEC) to DAA regarding lack of
noise abatement in FAA recommendations.

Link for Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) Commission minutes --
https://metroairports.org/Airport-Authority/Metropolitan-Airports-Commission/Public-
Meetings/Board-Meetings.aspx

OPPORTUNITY FOR PERSONS TO BE HEARD

None.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Kayser explained the next two items are the same agreement but with different companies
and reviewed the renewal agreements. Dir. Maki moved to approve resolution A and B the
Transportation Network Company operating agreement between the Duluth Airport Authority
and Rasier, LLC (UBER) and Lyft, Inc. Dir. Mclsaac seconded. Roll call — all ayes. Motion

carried.

President Tanski adjourned the February 16" DAA board meeting at 8:57 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Wittkop
Recording Secretary

APPROVED: m D DATE: _ Qpac 21







Duluth Airport Authority
Operating Check Register #6
18-Feb-21

DAA Operatmg Check Reglster

Document:

Number
9832
9833
9834
9835
9836
9837
9838
9839
9840
9841
9842
9843
9844
9845
9846
a847
9848
9849
9850
9851
9852
9853
9854
a855
Total

“Date

2/18/2021
211812021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
2/18/2021
21182021 ~

Airport Director

QB

City Treasug

a ransacnon

Type

BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
BILLPMT
CHK

CHK

BILLPMT

Payee e e Amount
Advantage Emblem & Screen Pnntmg $480.00
Aramark $59.15
Benson Electric Company $1,620.23
Century Link $190.88
City Of Duluth Comfort Systems $9,384.31
Como Lube & Supplies $987.25
Curtis Oil & Propane $524.63
Doorco _ $120.00
Elite Tinting & Graphics $604.26
Hotsy Minnesota $515.70
Kraemer Construction, Inc. $375.00
MacQueen Equipment, Inc. $12,627.34
McGhee Productivity Solutions, Inc. $2,345.00
Menards - Hermantown $257.50
MRJ Consuitants, LLC $875.00
Oracle America, Inc. $653.40
Pomp's Tire Service, inc. $1,421.35
Sam's Club $567.79
Spectrum Business $154.79
Superior Shooters Supply LTD $16.99
United Truck Body Company, Inc. $8.46
WF Bus Payment Processing - Joelle  $2,450.30
WF Bus Payment Processing - Tom $207.25
Ziegler, Inc. ) ‘ $261.60

$36,608.18
Airport Authority















Officials consider new regional airport authority to help

St. Cloud airport's finances
Airport costs taxpayers $875K annually but has $44M economic impact.
By Jenny Berg Star Tribune

MARCH 9, 2021 — 7:20PM

ST. CLOUD - Officials that run the city's money-losing regional airport are trying to take a new approach to
stem taxpayer losses and better position the 51-year-old facility for success. They are pinning their hopes on the
creation of a new regional airport authority that would relieve financial pressure by sharing costs with other local
governments and potentially unlock millions of dollars in federal aid.

A year ago, three counties — Stearns, Sherburne and Benton — began the lengthy process of winning crucial
approval by the Federal Aviation Administration. "Of course, COVID was right around the corner," said Bill
Towle, airport director. "Tt really stalled out most of 2020. Now we're getting right back into it."

St. Cloud and regional airports across the country are struggling for survival as competition intensifies to lure
commercial carriers and private business. As significant travel restrictions were imposed to control the spread of
COVID-19, air carriers took aggressive action by slashing routes, particularly to regional airports with lower
ridership and higher costs.

City taxpayers kick in about $875,000 each year to keep the St. Cloud Regional Airport afloat, a particular strain
at a time when the pandemic is already squeezing city finances. The airport's operating budget is $1.05 million
this year, down 13% from 2020 due to decreased use and fewer passengers. To help offset the losses, the city is
freezing two positions at the airport, according to the city's 2021 budget.

For years, regional airports across Minnesota have taken on debt or stretched finances to extend runways and
improve amenities to appeal to carriers and air travelers. In the last few years, St. Cloud has added 500 feet to its

main runway, repaved some taxiways and made other improvements aimed at encouraging the building of new

hangars.

But the airport has struggled to attract new commercial carriers and flights due to its proximity to Minneapolis-
St. Paul International Airport, which is 70 miles away and pulls about 7% of its originating traffic base from the
St. Cloud area.

St. Cloud's only commerecial carrier, Allegiant, offers year-round flights to Mesa, Ariz., and seasonal flights to
Punta Gorda, Fla. In early February, Allegiant announced flights to Destin, Fla., on the panhandle from June to

August.

The nine-member airport board met for the first time at the end of February to begin work on winning federal
approval, which Towle hopes to get by the end of the year.



The airport is the sixth largest in Minnesota, following MSP, Rochester International, Duluth International,
Bemidji Regional and Brainerd Lakes Regional, according to 2019 numbers. Of those, St. Cloud is the only
municipally run airport. "For the most part, airports in this country are not self-sufficient but there's not a hard
and fast rule for breaking even," Towle said. "Tt typically involves air service — commercial air service. That's
generally how lots of these airports generate revenue to offset expenditures." But Towle said it's important to
consider an airport's economic benefit to the region and weigh how much economic activity it generates against

the required tax support.

Although St. Cloud Regional Airport operates at a loss subsidized by the city, a 2019 study showed the airport
had an economic impact of about $44 million in the tri-county area. "Is it worth it? For the most part, the

answer is yes," Towle said. "It's a great bang for your buck.”

The Duluth Airport Authority also operates at a loss — which was about $8 million in 2019 — but received $13.5
million in federal and state funding so it did not need to rely on taxpayers to support operations. "We rely very,
very heavily on the grant system, both from MnDOT and the federal grant system," said Tom Werner, executive
director.

The airport also maintains a line of credit with the city of Duluth, which allows cash flow for projects that are
reimbursable. "[The] bottom line is we have not had to go to the taxpayers of our region to ask for money at all
in order to keep that airport safe and secure," Werner said. "And we're quite proud of that."

Revenue generators at airports include parking fees and income from restaurants, gift shops and rental cars. In
2019, Duluth International brought in $1.5 million in parking revenue, $630,000 in car rentals and $90,000 in
concessions. Similarly, Rochester International Airport brought in $890,000 in parking and $1.2 million in car

rentals.

The St. Cloud airport offers free parking. The 2019 study estimated the airport could bring in upward of
$145,000 each year with a fee — if travelers are willing to park at the airport.

Spreading the cost

The new regional structure would increase the airport's chances of nabbing federal funding and better reflect the
airport's users, a majority of which are from the region, not city residents, according to St. Cloud Mayor Dave
Kleis. That's why the board thinks it makes sense to share airport costs over the entire region.

"For the first time, the vast majority of the users [will be] paying a small amount and that keeps those costs

down by spreading it out over a larger region," Kleis said.

Once the regional authority is established, the city will still pay about $620,000 annually for the next decade to

support operating expenses, as well as provide fire and police services for 10 years.

Because the airport has so few flights, it only saw a 25% decrease in total passengers last year, a fraction of the
62% drop at MSP. Towle said Allegiant maintained the same flight frequency throughout the year so it was
eligible to receive CARES Act funding,.



St. Cloud is also one of seven cities in Minnesota and Wisconsin where travelers can book airport shuttle service
for Sun Country flights departing from MSP. Sun Country announced the shuttle service for St. Cloud in early
February. Towle said he thinks the shuttle service will show the demand for service from central Minnesotans.

"That's data that we can take to an airline that might be interested.”
Staff writer Katie Galioto contributed to this report.

Jenny Berg « 612-673-7299
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February-17, 2021

Dwight Morrison '
Citizens Committee for Environmental Concerns (CCEC)

5560 Highway 194, Hermantown, MN 55811

- RE: DLH Part 150 Noise Study Abatement Recommendations

Mr. Morrison,

Thank you for your receh:c inquiry concerning the Duluth International Airport (DLH) Noise Compatibility

Program (NCP) recommendations presented at the Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting on

February 3rd, 2021. The purpose of conducting a Part 150 Noise Compatibility Study is to identify

potential measures to reduce the impacts of noise from existing aircraft operations on incompatible

land uses within the 65+ DNL contour (FAA impact threshold), and to discourage the introduction of new
" incompatible land uses within the 65+ DNL contour. '

We understand that at some airports noise abatement alternatives can have a benefit to impacted -
homes within the 65+ DNL contour. However, as each airport is different, limitations may exist that
reduce and/or negate the effectiveness of noise abatement alternatives addressing incompatible land

‘uses within the 65+ DNL contour.

At the Sebtember 17th, 2020 PAC meeting a total of eight (8) noise abatement alternatives and the
potential benefits each alternative could provide were discussed. The meeting presentation was posted
on the study website and sent directly to PAC members who requested the information. Following the
September 2020 PAC meeting no comments were received from PAC members or the CCEC on
additional noise abatement alternatives for consideration. The noise abatement alternatives that were
evaluated and discussed with the PAC as part of the DLH NCP are listed below:
1. Flight Track Modifications (1) 3 ~
2. Runway Use Modifications (2)
3. Aircraft Operational Procedures
a. Optimized Profile Descent (OPD) (3) .
b. Distant Noise Abatement Departure Profile (NADP) (4) - ) .
c. Close-in Noise Abatement Departure Profile (NADP) (5)
4, Airport Facility Modifications’
a. Extension 6f Runway 03/21 (6)
b. Noise barriers (7)
5. Airport Facility Restrictions (8)

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 * daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport * Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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The extension of Runway 03/21 was recommended for further inve'stigafcion; while the other noise
abatement alternatives were considered to have no benefits for the properties impacted by the 65+
DNL. The resulting noise analysis and impact analysis determined the extension to Runway 03/21 would
provide limited benefits to homes currently imbacted by the 65+ DNL contour and would potentially
impact homes that were previously not impacted by the 65+ DNL. The results of this analysis was -
presented to the PAC during the September 17th, 2020 meeting. Following this meeting no comments
were received from PAC members or the CCEC regarding additional noise abatement alternatives that -
should be considered for analysis and inclusion in the DLH NCP.

The study team would like to provide the CCEC with an opportunity to establish potential noise
abatement alternatives that May- not have been considered for evaluation previously. The study team is
requesting the CCEC provide a descriptio'n of any noise abatement alternative, that was not previously
considered, that would have a significant benefit to the homes impacted by the 65+ DNL contour and
falls within FAA guidelines outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 150.

We.value and look forward to your input and participation in this process.

Sincerely,
277 —
1/
v —
Tom Werner, C.M.

Executive Director
Duluth Airport Authority.

Duluth Interna’tiona!Airport 4701 Grinden Drive ' Phone (218) 727-2968 * daa@duluthairport.com .
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 ~ Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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February 24, 2021

Senator Amy Klobuchar
425 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC, 20510

RE: Replacement of the Air Traffic control Tower at the Duluth International Airport

Dear Senator Klobuchar,

| am writing to request Federal funding support replace the air traffic control tower (ATC) at the Duluth
International Airport (DLH). Duluth’s ATC facility is 70 years old and past its useful life. Historically, funding the
replacement of the ATC facility has been a challenge for the Duluth Airport Authority (DAA). The ATC facility is not
eligible under the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The FAA has limited mechanisms to invest in the
current facility because the facility is not owned by the Federal government.

ATC services at DLH not only provide navigational assistance to approximately 65,000 annual operations at DLH
every year, but also navigational support to pilots traversing the region to any number of airports in Northeast

Minnesota.

The Duluth International Airport contributes $760.6 million annually to the region’s economy by facilitating
commercial passenger flights, cargo, and emergency medical flights daily. A viable ATC facility is critical to
sustaining the growth of air commerce and emergency services vital to all Northeast Minnesota. The airport is also
home to the Minnesota Air National Guard’s 148th Fighter Wing. ATC services are a critical component of their
regular training missions in support of our national defense.

In addition to the buildings age and deterioration, the ATC facility has sightline limitations to parts of the airfield.
The DAA has undertaken an airfield master plan project that includes amongst its primary objectives, determining
a suitable location for a new ATC facility that complements that projected growth in airfield development and air

commerce.

The DAA and MNDOT have partnered to provide over $500,000 in life, health, and safety sustaining improvements
since 2015.

Federal funding support is a critical component to initiating this long-over-due project in service of safe air
transportation in Northeast Minnesota. | urge your support for this project’s eligibility in the infrastructure bill to

come.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Tom
Wern

er
Tom Werner paezo1.0s01 os:2102
-06'00'
Tom Werner
Executive Director

Duluth Airport Authority

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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February 24, 2021

Senator Tina Smith
720 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC, 20510

RE: Replacement of the Air Traffic control Tower at the Duluth International Airport

Dear Senator Smith,

| am writing to request Federal funding support replace the air traffic control tower (ATC) at the Duluth
International Airport (DLH). Duluth’s ATC facility is 70 years old and past its useful life. Historically, funding the
replacement of the ATC facility has been a challenge for the Duluth Airport Authority (DAA). The ATC facility is not
eligible under the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The FAA has limited mechanisms to invest in the
current facility because the facility is not owned by the Federal government.

ATC services at DLH not only provide navigational assistance to approximately 65,000 annual operations at DLH
every year, but also navigational support to pilots traversing the region to any number of airports in Northeast

Minnesota.

The Duluth International Airport contributes $760.6 million annually to the region’s economy by facilitating
commercial passenger flights, cargo, and emergency medical flights daily. A viable ATC facility is critical to
sustaining the growth of air commerce and emergency services vital to all Northeast Minnesota. The airport is also
home to the Minnesota Air National Guard’s 148th Fighter Wing. ATC services are a critical component of their
regular training missions in support of our national defense.

In addition to the buildings age and deterioration, the ATC facility has sightline limitations to parts of the airfield.
The DAA has undertaken an airfield master plan project that includes amongst its primary objectives, determining
a suitable location for a new ATC facility that complements that projected growth in airfield development and air

commerce.

The DAA and MNDOT have partnered to provide over $500,000 in life, health, and safety sustaining improvements
since 2015.

Federal funding support is a critical component to initiating this long-over-due project in service of safe air
transportation in Northeast Minnesota. | urge your support for this project’s eligibility in the infrastructure bill to

come.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Tom
Werner

Tom Wern er Date: 2021.03.01 08:20:24
-06'00"

Tom Werner

Executive Director

Duluth Airport Authority

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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February 24, 2021

Congressman Pete Stauber
126 Cannon House Office Building
Washington DC, 20515

RE: Replacement of the Air Traffic control Tower at the Duluth International Airport

Dear Congressman Stauber,

| am writing to request Federal funding support replace the air traffic control tower (ATC) at the Duluth
International Airport (DLH). Duluth’s ATC facility is 70 years old and past its useful life. Historically, funding the
replacement of the ATC facility has been a challenge for the Duluth Airport Authority (DAA). The ATC facility is not
eligible under the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The FAA has limited mechanisms to invest in the
current facility because the facility is not owned by the Federal government.

ATC services at DLH not only provide navigational assistance to approximately 65,000 annual operations at DLH
every year, but also navigational support to pilots traversing the region to any number of airports in Northeast
Minnesota.

The Duluth International Airport contributes $760.6 million annually to the region’s economy by facilitating
commercial passenger flights, cargo, and emergency medical flights daily. A viable ATC facility is critical to
sustaining the growth of air commerce and emergency services vital to all Northeast Minnesota. The airport is also
home to the Minnesota Air National Guard’s 148th Fighter Wing. ATC services are a critical component of their
regular training missions in support of our national defense.

In addition to the buildings age and deterioration, the ATC facility has sightline limitations to parts of the airfield.
The DAA has undertaken an airfield master plan project that includes amongst its primary objectives, determining
a suitable location for a new ATC facility that complements that projected growth in airfield development and air

commerce.

The DAA and MNDOT have partnered to provide over $500,000 in life, health, and safety sustaining improvements
since 2015.

Federal funding support is a critical component to initiating this long-over-due project in service of safe air
transportation in Northeast Minnesota. | urge your support for this project’s eligibility in the infrastructure bill to

come.
Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Tom
Werner
Tom Werner paezo1.001 os1257
-06'00"
Tom Werner

Executive Director
Duluth Airport Authority

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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February 24, 2021

Congresswoman Betty McCollum
2256 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: Replacement of the Air Traffic control Tower at the Duluth International Airport
Dear Congresswoman McCollum,

| am writing to request Federal funding support replace the air traffic control tower (ATC) at the Duluth
International Airport (DLH). Duluth’s ATC facility is 70 years old and past its useful life. Historically, funding the
replacement of the ATC facility has been a challenge for the Duluth Airport Authority (DAA). The ATC facility is not
eligible under the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The FAA has limited mechanisms to invest in the
current facility because the facility is not owned by the Federal government.

ATC services at DLH not only provide navigational assistance to approximately 65,000 annual operations at DLH
every year, but also navigational support to pilots traversing the region to any number of airports in Northeast
Minnesota.

The Duluth International Airport contributes $760.6 million annually to the region’s economy by facilitating
commercial passenger flights, cargo, and emergency medical flights daily. A viable ATC facility is critical to
sustaining the growth of air commerce and emergency services vital to all Northeast Minnesota. The airport is also
home to the Minnesota Air National Guard’s 148th Fighter Wing. ATC services are a critical component of their
regular training missions in support of our national defense.

In addition to the buildings age and deterioration, the ATC facility has sightline limitations to parts of the airfield.
The DAA has undertaken an airfield master plan project that includes amongst its primary objectives, determining
a suitable location for a new ATC facility that complements that projected growth in airfield development and air

commerce.

The DAA and MNDOT have partnered to provide over $500,000 in life, health, and safety sustaining improvements
since 2015.

Federal funding support is a critical component to initiating this long-over-due project in service of safe air
transportation in Northeast Minnesota. | urge your support for this project’s eligibility in the infrastructure bill to

come.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Tom
Werner

To m Werner Date: 2021.03.01 08:21:26
-06'00'

Tom Werner

Executive Director

Duluth Airport Authority

Duluth International Airport 4701 Grinden Drive Phone (218) 727-2968 daa@duluthairport.com
Sky Harbor Airport Duluth, MN 55811 Fax (218) 727-2960 www.duluthairport.com
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February 25, 2021

Senator Amy Klobuchar Senator Tina Smith

425 Dirksen Senate Office Building 720 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC, 20510 Washington DC, 20510
Congresswoman Betty McCollum Congressman Pete Stauber

2256 Rayburn House Office Building 126 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington DC, 20515

Re: Replacement of the Air Traffic control Tower at the Duluth International Airport

Dear Senators Klobuchar and Smith and Representatives McCollum and Stauber:

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has reviewed and supports replacement of the air traffic control tower (ATC)
at the Duluth International Airport (DLH) in Duluth, Minnesota.

Duluth’s ATC facility is 70 years old and past its useful life. As a part of Minnesota’s system of airports, the ATC services at DLH not
only provide navigational assistance to approximately 65,000 annual operations at DLH every year, but also navigational assistance
to pilots traversing the region to any number of airports in Northeast Minnesota.

In addition to the building’s age and deterioration, the ATC facility has sightline limitations to parts of the airfield. The Duluth Airport
Authority (DAA) has undertaken an airfield master plan project, which includes a suitable location for a new ATC facility that
complements projected growth in airfield development and air commerce, among its primary objectives.

DLH is home to the Minnesota Air National Guard’s 148 Fighter Wing. The ATC services are a critical component of their regular
training missions in support of our national defense. The Duluth International Airport contributes $760.6 million annually to the
region’s economy by facilitating daily commercial passenger, emergency medical and cargo flights. A viable ATC facility is critical to
sustaining the growth of air commerce and emergency services vital to all Northeast Minnesota.

MnDOT has provided $423,176 in grant funding since 2016, to the DAA to assist with life, health and safety sustaining projects.

Federal funding support is a critical component to initiating this long-over-due project in service of safe air transportation in
Northeast Minnesota. | urge your support for this project’s eligibility in the infrastructure bill to come.

Sincerely,

WM&W
Margatet Anderson Kelliher

Commissioner

cc: Tom Werner, Executive Director, Duluth Airport Authority
Nancy Daubenberger, Deputy Commissioner and Chief Engineer, MnDOT
Tim Henkel, Assistant Commissioner, MPPM, MnDOT
Jean Wallace, Assistant Division Director, MPPM, MnDOT
Cassandra Isackson, Director, Aeronautics, MnDOT

Equal Opportunity Employer
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Tom and Anna,

Don Monaco <donm@monacoairduluth.com>

Sunday, February 28, 2021 7:04 AM

Tom Werner; 'Anna Tanski (anna@visitduluth.com)’

'Dave Gaddie (dgaddie@bell.bank)’; 'Greg Fox (gregandsheilafox@hotmail.com)’; 'Bill
King (BKing@cirrusaircraft.com)'; Michael A. Magni; 'Pat Mullen
(runtrailfree@gmail.com)’; 'Richard Stewart (RStewart@uwsuper.edu)’; 'Fedora, Todd P';
'Steve Overom (soverom@overomlaw.com)'; Mary Ann Wittkop

February, 2021 Monaco Air Foundation Report

Follow up
Flagged

Please share this report with the Duluth Airport Authority Board at its next regularly scheduled meeting.

Summary of February, 2021 Activities

Airport Tour Program: The Foundation continues to offer Duluth International Airport tours to groups of high school
students and to other groups upon request. Tours have been suspended during the COVID-19 pandemic and will
resume after groups begin requesting tours and procedures for safe conduct are in place.

Other Initiatives: The Foundation welcomes additional requests from the Duluth Airport Authority Board for initiatives
the Board would like the Foundation to pursue.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this month’s report.

Respectfully submitted,

Don Monaco

President

Monaco Air Foundation, Inc.
4535 Airport Approach Road
Duluth, MN 55811

Phone: 218-727-2911
Mobile: 630-728-5571

Fax: 218-336-0001
donm@monacoairduluth.com
www.monacoairduluth.com
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