
Build our future.
Together.
Duluth has always been first in air travel.

The Lark of Duluth made the maiden flight by 
an airline back in 1913. Much about aviation has 
changed in over 100 years, but one constant remains 
true: Air travel is about  where you’re headed.

The Duluth Airport Authority has the opportunity to 
lead the way. We are completing a Master Plan to 
help guide us in meeting our region’s aviation needs 
for the next 20 years.

AIRPORT MASTER PLAN

In partnership with



Our Region, Our Airport, Our Future
Our airport plays a large role in the economy and success of our region. 
The airport generates over $760 million in annual economic activity, supports 
travel and tourism, creates jobs and generates income that flows back into our 
community. The next 20 years has the power to transform our region, and our 
Master Plan will provide the framework needed to lead the way. 

The Master Plan development began in 2019 and will continue through 2022 
and will identify projects, which may be implemented at varying times as needed 
in the 20-year planning term. The main goal of a Master Plan is to provide the 
framework necessary to guide future development that will cost-effectively meet 
aviation demand, while considering potential environmental and socioeconomic 
impacts. Prior to implementation, each project must undergo additional analysis 
including environmental review through the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA).  Additionally, project funding must be secured for each project prior to 
implementation. Funding sources may include FAA, MnDOT, the Duluth Airport 
Authority and other sources.  

Build Our Future. Together. Get Involved!
Project information and updates will be provided throughout the project on 
a dedicated project webpage on the Duluth Airport website. Project updates, 
meeting agendas and minutes, newsletters, events calendar, blog and review 
documents will all be posted on this site. Please consider signing up on the 
website to receive email project updates. 

WEBSITE: DuluthAirport.com/Vision2040

Your input can help guide the future of the airport, and ultimately our region. 
We welcome and look forward to the public’s involvement in this process. 
Project public open houses and events will be posted on the project webpage. 
Additionally, several committees will be formed throughout the project. 

The next 20 years has the power to 
transform our region, and our Master Plan 
will provide the framework needed to lead 
the way into a bright future.

Thriving airport =
thriving community





DULUTH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - MASTER PLAN VISION 2040

The Master Plan recommends planning for an 

extension of Runway 3/21 to 8,000 feet to provide 

users a secondary runway.  Once a funding sources 

is identified (it does not meet FAA funding eligibility 

criteria), the following steps are needed to implement 

the project. Because of the lack of an existing funding 

source, the project is not included in the 20-year CIP. 
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Taxiway A is a full-length parallel taxiway to Runway 9/27 and is nearing the end 

of its useful life.  The Master Plan recommends a 9-phase reconstruction project. 

However, the recently passed infrastructure bill may provide opportunities to 

reduce the total number of phases.   

TAXIWAY A NETWORK IMPROVEMENTS

TAXIWAY A RECONSTRUCTION COSTS

BUILDING AREA DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT

Aeronautical development and redevelopment should be pursued to meet 
aeronautical needs including GA and corporate hangar space, business 
tenants and aircraft manufacturing needs.

Non-Aeronautical development and redevelopment opportunities should be 
pursued in areas not needed for aeronautical use.  These opportunities can 
bring a diversified revenue stream to DAA while meeting local and regional 
development demands.

FORECAST

The aviation forecast analyzes current and future airport 

activity at DLH over a 20 year period.  This forecast was 

prepared at the same time as the evolving impacts of the 

COVID-19 public health emergency. Forecast approval is 

based on the methodology, data, and conclusions at the time 

the document was prepared. The impacts of COVID-19 were 

considered in the development of the forecasts. 

The Aviation Activity Forecast was approved by the FAA on 

June 8, 2021.

EXISTING AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS BY TYPE OF OPERATOR

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
23

20
28

20
38

100000

150000

200000

250000

Historical Enplanements

Baseline Forecast with addition of 
Seasonal SunCountry Service and 
Denver Service

Baseline Forecast with Seasonal 
SunCountry Service

Baseline Forecast with Denver 		
(DEN) Service

Baseline Passenger Enplanements 
Forecast (Approves FAA Forecast)

KEY FACILITY RECOMMENDATIONS

The DAA owned Air Traffic Control Center (ATCT) is in deteriorating 

condition and needs to be replaced. The Master Plan included 

a preliminary siting analysis and the following next steps are 

recommended.

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER

FAA SITING STUDY
FAA Reimbursable Agreement will be needed to complete the FAA Study.

IDENTIFY FUNDING SOURCE FOR ATCT DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

NEPA REVIEW

DESIGN

MULTI-YEAR CONSTRUCTION
Site preparation including relocation of existing hangars and tower construction

FINANCIAL PLAN
The financial plan includes a detailed capital improvement plan that has been evaluated for financial feasibility.  The plan includes 

over $175 million in projects over the 20 year period. The 10-year CIP is summarized below.    

10-YEAR AIRPORT CIP FUNDING SOURCES

FAA Funding 
(Entitlement and Discretionary)

State Funding

MCCA Funding

PFC Funding

CARES/CRSSA/ARP

DAA Reserves

Other

Planning & Environmental

Airside Engineering 
& Construction

Landslide Engineering 
& Construction

Architecture & Buildings

Equipment

10-YEAR AIRPORT CIP BY PROJECT TYPE
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NOTES:

PASSENGER EMPLACEMENT FORECASTS

DAA Local Share 
$3.2 Million

FAA Cost
$57.9 Million

148th Share
$15.3 Million

MINDOT Share 
$3.2 Million

$58.54 M TOTAL

$74.74 M TOTAL

$58.54 M TOTAL

$74.74 M TOTAL




