
 

 

DATE: September 17, 2026 

 

TO: Stakeholders of the Duluth International Airport (DLH) 

 

SUBJECT: Summary of Changes in the September 17th Proposed Draft of the DLH 

Rules and Standards 

 

Dear Airport Stakeholders, 

 

The Duluth Airport Authority (DAA) is providing an updated draft of the Rules and 

Standards at the Duluth International Airport (Airport) that incorporates public comments 

and feedback received during the review process. 

 

In the spring of 2026, the DAA solicited the public’s initial input on suggestions for 

updating the Airport Rules and Standards.  Following its review of the public’s feedback, 

the DAA published proposed revised draft Rules and Standards on August 15 for review 

and comment.  The DAA carefully considered the public’s suggestions, concerns, and 

proposed revisions on the August 15 draft, and is now providing a new version 

incorporating revisions on a number of key issues raised by commenters.  The primary 

revisions from the prior version are as follows:  

 

• Mobile Self-Fueling. The initial draft prohibited mobile self-fueling and required all 
self-fueling to occur at locations designated by the DAA.  The updated version 
amends Section C.VI and C.VII to remove the mobile self-fueling prohibition.  
Users would therefore be allowed to self-fuel either through a mobile self-fueling 
option, or at fixed locations designated by the DAA.  The draft also now includes a 
Self-Fueling Checklist (Attachment A), which the DAA will use when evaluating 
self-fueling permit applications.  
 

• Indemnity. Under the proposed indemnification provisions, if the DAA is assessed 
a civil penalty by a federal agency due to an act or omission by a Person or Entity 
at the Airport, that Person or Entity would be required to reimburse the DAA.  The 
DAA revised Section C.3.J. to clarify that it will exercise due diligence in seeking 
to have the penalty dismissed or abated, in reasonable consultation with that 
Person or Entity.  

 

• Minimum Hangar Space. The DAA has amended the minimum hangar space 
requirement for fixed-base operators (FBOs) from 10,000 to 20,000 gross square 
feet in Section D.II.b.  This change seeks to better balances the size of the current 
leasehold requirements with reasonable requirements for a new entrant at the 



 

 

Airport.  The increase also reflects the DAA’s recognition of the need for additional 
hangar space at the Airport.   

 

• Flying Clubs. The revised draft clarifies requirements for Flying Club operations at 
the Airport based on Federal Aviation Administration requirements.  Updates to 
Section G.I include addressing flight instructor compensation, explaining when 
Flying Club aircraft may be used for flight instruction, and noting that a Flying Club 
may not hold itself out to the public for any commercial purpose or advertise as a 
flight school or place of business where people can learn to fly.  

 

The Duluth Airport Authority Board will discuss the proposed revised Rules and 

Standards at its Board meeting on October 20, 2026. The meeting will be open to the 

public.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tom Werner, A.A.E. 

Executive Director 

Duluth Airport Authority 
 

Tom Werner
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